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NEWS FROM 
PARLIAMENT 


Health Authority 
Management 
Structures 


Baroness David asked the 

Government: 
which health authorities in 

England have had their district 

management structures ap- 

proved by the DHSS in 1985; 

which health authorities have 
included in their post-Griffiths 
structure a chief or district nur- 
sing officer at district level who 
is managerially responsible for 
the nursing services; 

which health authorities will 
have a chief or district nursing 
officer with executive respon- 
sibility for nursing and respon- 
sibility for giving professional 
nursing advice to the district 
health authority; and 

whether they agree with the 
statement made by the North 
East Thames RHA that ‘there 
is no justification for a role as 
professional leader’ in nursing 
in City and Hackney Health 
Authority. 

The Parliamentary Under- 
Secretary of State, DHSS 
(Baroness Trumpington): District 
management structures are ap- 
proved by the relevant regional 
health authority. Some 125 
districts have had their structure 


370 


approved in this way. We have 
made it clear that all health 
authorities must have a senior 
nurse accountable for professional 
matters and with direct access to 
the authority. The title of the post 
will vary between authorities 
dependent on the post-holder’s 
other responsibilities. On matters 
of day-to-day management the 
nursing officers will be accoun- 
table to the general manager. 

— Hansard, House of Lords, October. 


Deaths by Fire or 
Drowning 


Mr Skinner asked the Secretary 
of State for Social Services how 
many people under 15 and over 65 
had died in fires in the home dur- 
ing 1982-1984 and how many peo- 
ple under 15 had drowned during 
1984. 


Mr Whitney: The table shows the 
number of deaths. 


Year Fire Drown- 
ing 

>65 
1982 74 345 _ 
1983 92 310 — 


1984 81 315 72 


Nurses’ Welfare Trust 


The Nurses’ Welfare Trust, 
which is facing severe financial dif- 
ficulties, has launched an appeal 
for donations tc enable it to main- 
tain its service to health visitors, 
nurses and midwives. 

The Trust, which was set up in 
1972, funds a specialist welfare ser- 
vice for professionals who are at 
risk of, or who have been, reported 
to the regulating statutory bodies 
for alleged professional miscon- 
duct, or who are allegedly unfit to 
practice because of ill health. 
Welfare officers from the Trust 


News 


British Telecom have launched a 
cassette tape to help the blind use 
its new public telephones. Telecom 
is renewing all its 76000 
payphones by 1987 as part of a 
£160 million programme to moder- 
nize the service. To help visually 
handicapped people use this new 
equipment, British Telecom has 
produced a tape describing the 
layout of the new telephones and 
how to operate them. The 20 
minute tape, which is being sent to 
blind organizations around the 
country and will be sent free to any 
blind person on request, explains 
the layout and operation of both 
types of ‘blue’ payphone and the 
pDhonecard telephone. 

Copies of the tape are available 
from British Telecom’s Action for 
Disabled Customers (BTADC), by 
ringing 01-356 4917, or by writing 
to BTADC, Room B5049, British 
Telecom Centre, 81 Newgate 
Street, London ECIA 7AJ. 
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support professionals at meetings, 
prepare social reports and 
statements, liaise with other agen- 
cies and offer long or short term 
counselling. 

The Association has been invited 
to consider, in the longer term, 
joint provision of the welfare ser- 
vice with the Trust, but the im- 
mediate need is for financial 
assistance to continue the present 
services. Donations should be sent 
to the Nurses’ Welfare Trust, Vic- 
toria Chambers, 16-18 Strutton 
Ground, London SW1 2HP. 


A new wall chart on contracep- 
tive methods has been produced by 
Upjohn Ltd. The wall chart 
describes all currently approved 
methods of contraception and lists 
the main advantages and disadvan- 
tages of each. Distribution is at 
present being undertaken at all 
family planning clinics, but other 
members of the medical profession 
who would like a copy may obtain 
one by writing to the Information 
Department, Upjohn Ltd, Fleming 
Way, Crawley, West Sussex RH10 
2NJ. 
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